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New Director of Communications 
Named at Cornell's College of 
Agriculture & Life Sciences
ITHACA, NY: Linda M cCand less  has been nam ed d ire cto r o f 
com m un ica tion s  fo r Corne ll U n ivers ity 's  Co llege o f A g ricu ltu re  and Life 
S c iences (CALS). She w ill d irect the stra teg ic  p lann ing, execution  and 
m a in tenance  o f com m un ica tion  e ffo rts  fo r CALS  on both the Ithaca and 
Geneva cam puses. The  appo in tm en t is e ffective  January  5.
The  position  re flects  a reorgan iza tion  o f com m un ica tion  e ffo rts  by CALS 
centra l adm in is tra tion , and a com m itm en t to p rov id ing a m ore s tra teg ic  
response to the co llege 's  com m un ica tion  needs in the form  o f news 
re leases, reports, b rochu res and o the r com m un ica tion  m ateria ls.
" A s  we em bark  on ou r cen tenn ia l year, CALS  is m aking it a top  p rio rity  to  design and im p lem ent stra teg ies  
tha t com m un ica te  the m ission, goals, p rio rities and a ccom p lishm en ts  o f the co llege to interna l and externa l 
aud iences, and a w ide va rie ty  o f s takeho lde r g roups," said Susan A. Henry, the Ronald P. Lynch Dean o f 
A g ricu ltu re  and Life S ciences. "Linda b rings to  th is  pos ition  a strong background  in stra teg ic  com m un ica tions, 
as well as a thorough  know ledge o f the co llege  and its key p rog ram s and priorities. We are happy  to  have her 
aboard."
To help w ith  the in itia tive , Dean Henry  has estab lished  a co llege-w ide  com m ittee  on S tra teg ic  Com m un ica tion  
tha t w ill deve lop  a b lueprin t fo r the app roach  CALS needs to  take to  ach ieve effective, in form ative  
com m un ica tion  to support the stra teg ic  goa ls  and m ission o f the Co llege. The  com m ittee  w ill identify  them es, 
m essages and aud ien ces around CALS ' new ly refined focu s  on C o rne ll's  land grant m ission, the social 
sc iences, the env ironm enta l sc iences, and the new  life sciences.
M cC and le ss  w ill be a m em ber o f the co llege 's  Pub lic A ffa irs  o ffice, w h ich  is being renam ed "A lum ni A ffa irs, 
D eve lopm en t and C om m un ica tion s" to be tte r re flect its w ork  fo r the co llege.
M cC and le ss  has been d ire cto r o f com m un ica tion s  at the New  York  S tate Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation  in 
G eneva, NY, s ince 1994, and is a cu rren t m em ber o f LEAD New  Yo rk  C lass X. She graduated  from  Cornell 
U n ivers ity  w ith  a B.A. in 1974, and lives in Spencer, NY.
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